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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
It’s not really a bold statement to say that the news is exhausting. It might be a bold 
statement coming from the Editor-in-Chief 
of a newspaper, though. 
“Everything is terrible” is something I 
hear—and honestly, say—a lot. It’s ironic 
catastrophizing, something you exclaim 
with a bitter, disbelieving laugh as you hear 
about some fresh new shenanigans spat out 
at you by the endless 24-hour news cycle. 
Whether at home or abroad, whether a 
large-scale political injustice or an irritating 
microaggression, it can get overwhelming. 
Despite this, I’m a big believer in 
action, and I’m a believer in organizing: 
Teaming up to turn hundreds and 
thousands of voices into a strong, direct 
message. I went to my first political protest 
when I was nine years old (you’re never too 
young to think going to war is generally a 
bad idea) and as soon as I was old enough 
to vote, you best believe I marched right up 
to the local elementary school and proudly 
filled in my ballot. 
I think it’s easy to get swept up in the 
idea that nothing we do or say matters, 
that the systematic injustices many of us 
face are far too big to take on—or worse, 
that they’re some kind of inevitable force, 
like they’ve existed long before we were 
born and will continue long after we go. 
“Everything is terrible, everything has 
always been terrible, and everything will 
always be terrible, so what’s the point?”
What’s the point in standing up for 
your ideals, even when it’s hard and it feels 
like nothing will ever change? Well, for one 
thing, I feel like at least trying to make a 
difference helps me sleep better at night. 
Not every step towards a better 
future has to be some grand, sweeping 
revolutionary act. Often, it’s a matter of 
caring; more, convincing other people to 
care. On my own, I can’t solve the housing 
crisis in the Lower Mainland. However, 
I can investigate my local government 
officials, see which candidates care about 
the issues that matter most to me, and 
I can vote accordingly. Moreover, I can 
remind my friends, family, and readership 
to get themselves to a voting booth this 
October. I can remind people that yes, 
there is something we can do—there is 
always something we can do. We can speak 
up. We can push for change. Humanity did 
not get this far by seeing terrible things 
and deciding there was nothing to be done 
about it. 
Everything is terrible, and I don’t 
think there’s anything wrong with voicing 
that frustration. The question is, what are 
you going to do about it?
Until next issue,
Bex Peterson
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Clubs Day  › DSU’s Clubs Day was held on September 18 from 10 am to 2 pm at the New West campus, and on September 20 
from 10 am to 2 pm at the Coquitlam campus. 
• Multiple measles cases throughout the 
Lower Mainland
• Douglas College launches ‘SHIFT’
• Creation myths and the Davis Cup 
...and more!
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Katie Czenczek
News Editor
From September 24 to September 28, Douglas College’s New Westminster 
Campus will be hosting SHIFT: Let’s talk 
gender violence.
 The weeklong event aims to promote 
discussions about gender violence and the 
numerous different ways this violence can 
be experienced. Issues such as the lasting 
impact of colonialism, intimate partner 
violence, violence based on gender identity, 
toxic masculinity, and rape culture will be 
featured at the exhibit. 
Funded in part by the Douglas College 
Faculty-Wide Professional Development 
Fund, Lisa Smith, an instructor in the 
Sociology Department at Douglas, has 
helped organize SHIFT and will be 
speaking on the panel on September 28. 
In an interview with the Other Press, Lisa 
Smith said SHIFT was a way to keep the 
conversation moving forward following the 
#MeToo movement and the influx of social 
media activism.
“We can’t underestimate the power of 
that, and I think that it’s a really positive 
thing in many ways,” she said. “One of the 
things that does concern me though is that 
there’s all of these ideas floating around 
in space, and I don’t necessarily see the 
space for good, thoughtful conversation 
about what’s [a] really difficult and pressing 
issue.”
SHIFT started off on September 24 
with a virtual reality documentary about 
the Highway of Tears. The documentary 
is four minutes long and focuses on 
the murders and disappearances of 
predominantly Indigenous women 
between 1969 and 2011 that happened 
all along British Columbia’s section of 
Highway 16. After the film, an information 
stand offered additional resources for those 
who wanted to learn more.
The rest of the week features film 
screenings that bring up issues to be 
discussed later at the panel.
Smith said that SHIFT is about 
violence at the criminal level and how 
those violent incidents that are overlooked 
on a day-to-day basis are connected.
“It’s a much broader way of thinking 
about the different kinds of violence 
people experience, and it can encompass 
things as broad as against your gender 
identity to workplace harassment,” she 
said. “The reason we fit those two pieces 
together is that sexual violence is a kind of 
gender violence. So, when we think about 
gender violence, what we’re trying to think 
about is are there certain groups that are 
more or less likely to face these kinds of 
experiences.”
Lisa Smith said that one of the 
motivations for creating this event was 
to get involved with IMPACTS, a seven-
year research project designed to address 
sexual violence on campuses across Canada 
and internationally. The Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada has given $2.6 million in funding 
towards the project. Partnered with McGill 
University, Smith will be conducting 
climate surveys to get statistical evidence 
to back up the claims being made about 
sexual violence on campuses.
 The McGill-based project, said 
Smith, “is really about exploring the role 
of colleges and universities in taking a 
leadership role around issues related 
to sexual violence and providing public 
education about these issues more 
broadly.”
She also said that there isn’t currently 
strong statistical data for instances of 
sexual violence at institutions.
“Getting good statistical data about 
any kind of gender violence is very 
difficult,” she said. “In the Canadian 
context, to my knowledge there are actually 
no studies that look at instances of sexual 
violence that we can record in terms of 
what’s happening on Canadian college 
campuses.”
Douglas College and McGill University 
are two of the institutions that will be 
surveyed.
Katie Czenczek
News Editor
The one good thing about getting closer to midterm season is that at least 
there will be less of a chance that you’ve 
contracted measles from any of the July to 
September scares.
Several measles exposures have been 
popping up across the Lower Mainland 
last month and early September. As far is 
it has been traced back, one case at the 
Vancouver International Airport (YVR), 
confirmed by health authorities on August 
14, appears to be the earliest appearance 
of the infection in this most recent string 
of exposures. The traveller originally came 
to Vancouver from Tokyo on July 30 and 
passed through YVR again on August 6—
though this infection would have already 
shown symptoms if people were exposed, 
given that any individuals who do contract 
the disease will likely show symptoms in 
one to three weeks.
According to the BC Centre for 
Disease Control, another incidence 
possibly linked to the YVR case popped 
up later in August. People who visited 
the Moody Park Outdoor Pool, a New 
Westminster swimming pool, on August 
19 between 1:30 pm and 4:30 pm may have 
been exposed to the virus. 
Yet another warning arose after a 
possible exposure on August 31 at 7 pm, 
where Fraser Health said that anyone who 
travelled on BC Ferries from Tsawwassen 
to Mayne Island at that time may have 
come into contact with the disease. This 
specific strain was also traced to Maple 
Ridge Secondary, which led the school’s 
administration to tell students and staff 
that they would be unable to enter the 
school until September 26 if they had not 
been immunized. 
Following the traveller who went to 
YVR twice in two weeks and the high-
schooler who boarded the ferry, Vancouver 
Coastal Health officials warn that anyone 
who went to Skookum Festival may have 
come into contact with a third individual 
who has also been confirmed to carry the 
virus. 
On September 8, anyone who went to 
Skookum Festival at Stanley Park from 5 
pm to 1 am, rode an Aquabus from Olympic 
Village to Hornby Street around 3 pm, 
and rode the Canada Line from Vancouver 
City Centre to Broadway-City Hall Station 
from 11 pm to 1 am may be at risk for the 
infection. 
For September 9, those who went to 
the Outdoor Community Block Party on 
Quebec Street from 1 pm to 3 pm or later 
took a Main Street bus from Terminal 
Station to Broadway from 3 pm to 5 pm 
may have also been potentially exposed. 
Finally, on September 11, anyone who 
ate at Noodlebox Mount Pleasant—located 
at 2511 Main Street—from anytime between 
noon and 6 pm may have come into contact 
with the person infected by measles.
For the Skookum Festival infection, 
those affected will likely show symptoms 
between September 15 and September 29, 
so they might still crop up.
Health officials warn that if you start 
experiencing fever, cough, runny nose, and 
red eyes, followed by a rash starting on the 
face and making its way down to the chest, 
you should contact your doctor and tell 
them you may have contracted measles. It’s 
not recommended, however, that you go to 
a clinic, as you could infect at-risk people 
with weaker immune systems. 
Anyone born before January 1, 1970, 
or those born after but who have had two 
doses of the MMR vaccine, are likely in the 
clear. For everyone else, it might be time to 
get vaccinated.
Douglas College 
launches ‘SHIFT’
Timeline of measles 
from July to September
 › A thoughtful discussion about 
gender violence in Canada
 › Multiple measles cases throughout the Lower Mainland
Im
ag
e 
vi
a 
ev
en
t’
s 
Fa
ce
b
o
o
k 
p
ag
e
Several measles exposures have been 
popping up across the Lower Mainland 
last month and early September.
Superior Court Justice 
Edward Belobaba
Correction: BCFS Launches the ‘Fairness for International Students’ Campaign
In our article “BCFS Launches the ‘Fairness for International Students’ Campaign” 
published on September 11, 2018, we stated that there was a tuition increase of nine 
percent this year for international students. This is incorrect. The latest increase 
actually came into effect in fall of 2017. In future, international students will be given a 
year’s notice prior to any further increases. The Other Press apologizes for this error.
issue 4// vol 45 news // no. 5
Katie Czenczek
News Editor
It turns out that a person’s lies will come back to haunt them. Even over one 
hundred years later.
Robert Lake, a professor at Douglas 
College, and Simon Eaves, a professor from 
Manchester Metropolitan University, have 
done what Dwight F. Davis has failed to 
do—tell the truth about the origins of the 
Davis Cup. The duo, who gave credit where 
it was due when publishing their findings, 
published a paper titled Dwight Davis 
and the Foundation of the Davis Cup: Just 
Another Doubleday Myth? that exposed 
Dwight F. Davis as merely a rich man who 
donated the cup. 
In an interview with the Other Press, 
Robert Lake said what was more heinous 
was that Davis also took sole credit for the 
cup.
“There were a number of different 
men who were working in this area to 
generate a competition between Britain 
and America long before Dwight Davis 
was around,” he said. “Not only did he not 
come up with the idea, but probably stole 
the idea from a bunch of people who were 
talking about it.” 
Of these men, James Dwight, was 
particularly invested in the tournament. 
With the United States National Lawn 
Tennis Association (USNLTA), James 
Dwight had previously pitched to the 
Lawn Tennis Association to form an 
international tournament between Britain 
and the United States. The British league 
rejected his bid. He even sent American 
tennis players to the UK to foster relations 
between the two nations and developed the 
structure and format for the tournament.
“The British were considered by far as 
the leading tennis nation,” Lake said. “They 
considered themselves so good that they 
didn’t even need to compete with other 
nations—almost like this God-ordained 
superiority in the sport.”
According to popular tennis legend, 
Dwight F. Davis came up with the idea for 
an international tournament after a trip to 
the West Coast, where he played the sport 
with a couple of friends when the idea 
suddenly struck him.
Through Lake and Eaves’ research, 
they found this creation myth to be a fraud, 
similar to many other sports legends.
“It just didn’t add up,” Lake said. “It’s 
obviously a myth that Dwight Davis came 
up with the idea for the Davis Cup.”
Davis, who had the financial means 
to back up the creation of the cup, 
anonymously donated the cup to the 
USNLTA. Prior to his donation, Davis 
was elected to join the same association 
as a board member through a loophole. 
On a committee with only four others, 
Davis voted to accept his own anonymous 
donation. The morning after the board 
voted to accept the cup, it was revealed in 
the papers that Davis was the very person 
who donated the cup in the first place.
“If the USNLTA were to have a poster 
boy for this tournament, he was the perfect 
frontman,” Lake said. “No one else could 
compete with his connections.”
Davis retold the story to newspapers 
when given the opportunity. Not only did 
he play up the myth, but the original crew 
who came up with the idea either passed 
away, were imprisoned, or had been put 
into a mental asylum by 1931, allowing 
Davis to make these claims uncontested. 
Lake said that his and Eaves’ intention 
was not to harm to the Davis Cup’s 
reputation but rather to finally give credit 
where it was due.
“There’s no motivation for me to try 
to discredit the Davis Cup. I don’t have 
anything against the Davis Cup,” Lake said. 
“Our motivation was simply to tell the 
truth.”
That being said, the Davis Cup 
perpetuates the false story of Dwight 
F. Davis as the sole founder of the 
tournament to this day.
Chandler Walter
Contributor
He may not have a brain, but he sure looks like he has a speed gun. 
The Coquitlam RCMP has decided to 
place a metal cut-out of an RCMP officer 
on the side of the road in rotating locations 
around Coquitlam and Port Coquitlam, 
in the hopes of slowing down would-be 
speeders. 
The metal cut-out, affectionately 
named “Constable Scarecrow” in a release 
from the Coquitlam RCMP, will be the first 
of his kind in Canada, though Coquitlam 
RCMP Traffic Section Sergeant Quentin 
Frewing said that a similar strategy has 
been used across the Atlantic Ocean. 
“We’ve seen this sort of idea used 
before in the United Kingdom, but we 
haven’t seen it used here in combination 
with scientific monitoring,” Frewing said 
in the release. “We think it could work, 
and it’s a low-cost, good-humoured way to 
improve our presence and perhaps make 
people think twice about speeding.”
The release wouldn’t state exactly 
where the Constable would be placed but 
warned that it would likely be on hand at 
some of the more troublesome stretches of 
roadway throughout the two cities. 
Many of the chosen locations will be 
partly decided by data collected by the 
RCMP’s Black Cat Radar system, which can 
detect a vehicle’s size, speed, direction, and 
lane position. It is able to gather data about 
where the fastest—and most dangerous—
stretches of road really are. 
Coquitlam RCMP Traffic Services 
Staff Sergeant Mark McCutcheon said in 
a separate release, “We got the Black Cat 
in early March and we’ve been using it 
in specific locations where we’re getting 
complaints from the public. The Black 
Cat isn’t used for giving out tickets, but 
when we evaluate the data it collects, we 
can make well-informed decisions about 
where our enforcement teams can be most 
effective.”
McCutcheon said that the system, 
being highly portable, is a great fill-in for 
when actual officers may be otherwise 
preoccupied. 
 “Since our traffic officers can’t 
be everywhere, there’s a good chance 
we’ll use the Black Cat in your area,” said 
McCutcheon in the release. “It’s a good 
reminder for everyone to slow down, 
be realistic about travel times to reduce 
your risk of crashing, and arrive at your 
destination safely.”
Some of the most troubling places 
found by the Black Cat System will be 
ideal spots to set up shop for Constable 
Scarecrow… and potentially a few of his 
police friends. 
Drivers thinking that they may not be 
in danger of a traffic violation once they 
realize that the cut-out is not actually a 
real constable may be in for a surprise, as 
the release said that there may be a human 
police officer waiting down the road with a 
very real traffic ticket. 
“Constable Scarecrow doesn’t write 
tickets of course, but drivers should be 
aware that real Mounties, and our Speed 
Watch volunteers, might be right around 
the corner waiting to help out,” Sergeant 
Frewing said in the release. “The real goal 
here is to keep speeds down and keep our 
roads safe. That’s the sort of result that 
would make Constable Scarecrow sleep 
well at night—if he needed any sleep.”
Creation myths and the Davis Cup
‘Constable Scarecrow’ watching 
the roadways in Coquitlam
 › Douglas College Sport Science instructor reveals truth about international tennis tournament
 › RCMP places metal cut-out of officer on roadside to trick drivers
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Chandler Walter
Contributor
    
To say this season was shitty would somehow be both true and 
incredibly false. 
American Vandal, the Netflix 
original series which satirizes real crime 
dramas like Making a Murderer, recently 
released its sophomore season, and it’s 
first important to note that the central 
crime(s) have been taken up a serious 
notch. 
This season is entirely full of shit—
in the most literal sense. The main 
culprit is an online entity known only as 
the Turd Burglar, who has been taking 
credit for a number of poop-related 
crimes that have been occurring at the 
prestigious private school, St. Bernadine. 
While avoiding any major spoilers 
(which would seriously ruin a show like 
this one), I will say that the entire plot of 
the series is set off by the first and most 
devastating of all the poop crimes: The 
Brownout. 
The Brownout is the name given 
to a lunchtime disaster that found 40 
St. Bernadine students unknowingly 
ingest laxatives. Making matters worse, 
the school was not equipped to handle 
so many people needing to use the 
washroom all at once. 
“Most of us just shit our pants right 
in front of everyone,” one female student 
recalls in the season’s trailer. 
Much like season one, the plot 
revolves around exonerating a convicted 
student believed to be innocent by our 
investigative journalist/protagonist, 
Peter Maldonaldo, and his partner in 
solving crime, Sam Ecklund. 
This time the stakes are upped, 
however, as a number of poop-related 
crimes are committed following the 
inciting Brownout. While one student, 
Kevin McClain, has actually admitted 
to being the elusive Turd Burglar, much 
of the evidence uncovered by Peter and 
Sam proves otherwise. 
To say I enjoyed season two 
of American Vandal would be an 
understatement. I binge-watched the 
entire season in one Sunday afternoon/
evening, then watched nearly the entire 
thing through again with my girlfriend. 
The subtle clues, believable red herrings, 
and hilarious side plots are enough 
to keep a viewer’s attention glued and 
may even have you wanting your own 
corkboard and strings to keep track of all 
the moving pieces. 
American Vandal once again 
masterfully mixes two genres of TV that 
you hardly see anywhere else—criminal 
mystery and humour—and creates 
something truly unique… for the second 
time around, I should add. 
The characters are believable, 
the dialogue between actors sounds 
surprisingly honest, and the show’s take 
on how social media impacts modern 
teenagers’ lives, personas, and yes, 
bullying strikes incredibly true. 
I’m already counting down the 
days (and weeks and months, though 
hopefully not years) until season three 
comes out. Given how well the second 
one did, I’m sure that Netflix will keep 
the boys on the case.
A show like no other
 › ‘American Vandal’ season 2 review
• Nothing But Thieves concert review
• Awards season continues at VIFF
• ‘Laughter in the Dark’ novel review
• ‘Bard on the Beach’ review
...and more!
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
“Looking at other people’s art and thinking about other people’s art and 
putting it in exhibitions gave me pleasure 
and hopefully gave some other people 
pleasure,” said Ian Thom, former Senior 
Curator-Historical of the Vancouver Art 
Gallery.
Thom spoke with the Other Press in 
an interview about the new Art Gallery 
exhibition “A Curator’s View: Ian Thom 
Selects,” which is filled with about 90 works 
that are selected favourites of Thom. He 
retired after 30 years of working at the 
gallery since 1988 and the pieces he chose 
span over two centuries. 
“The rooms are very different,” Thom 
said. “They include, in each one, a variety 
of objects, both sculptural and things 
hanging on the wall. They include both 
historical and contemporary objects.”
Initially walking into the gallery, I 
was immediately overtaken by the distinct 
smell of wet paint. The Art Gallery is ever-
changing, expanding, and clearly always 
preparing for the next big thing. Thom’s 
gallery, however, is located on the fourth 
floor. Starting in the final room, I took in 
my surroundings. Marilyn Monroe pop art, 
human-shaped sculptures laying dead and 
hanging from the walls, and paintings of 
torture devices all caught my eye. 
The piece that stood out to me the 
most was The Heretic’s Fork by Leon Golub. 
The painting is completely unique and 
eye-catching because the message, colours, 
and everything about it is uniquely dark 
in comparison to the other works in that 
room. 
Thom recounted his journey of 
acquiring both the print as well as the 
acrylic on canvas painting of The Heretic’s 
Fork. He found himself in New York, 
speaking with Golub regarding the 
meaning of the painting. “This painting 
was started in 1985 and didn’t get finished 
until 1994,” said Thom. “Now, he was not 
working every day on it between 1985 and 
1994, but he was thinking about how to 
complete the composition.”
The heretic’s fork is a medieval 
torture instrument that was strapped to 
its victim in such a way that they would be 
pierced if they moved. It was intended to 
hurt only heretics and leave true believers 
unharmed—but unsurprisingly, said 
Thom, most who were tested against it 
were found guilty.
“Now, Leon thought this was an 
interesting idea for a painting, as well, and 
obviously he started working on it,” said 
Thom. “However, as he told, he got stuck 
and he didn’t know what to do with it. So 
he put it aside, but then he came up with 
the idea that people who do these kinds of 
things could also be compared to dogs, so 
he put a savage dog into the picture as well. 
He deliberately did not want his paintings 
to be shown as pristine objects, as you can 
see it’s kind of sagging off the wall, and 
that’s exactly how he wanted it.” 
Thom’s dream as a teenager was to 
be an artist. When asked why he felt as 
though he could not follow this path, he 
said, “I think if you’re an artist, you don’t 
necessarily have to believe that you’re the 
best, but you absolutely have to believe that 
what you’re doing is worthwhile. And if you 
find yourself looking at what you’re doing 
and thinking, ‘Oh gosh, that’s not really 
very good,’ and ‘So and so can do it better,’ 
then you’re sunk. And when I was a young 
man trying to make art, that’s what I found 
myself doing, so I became an art historian 
instead.” 
It is inspiring to see that even when 
someone may seem as though they’ve 
given up, they have simply opened a 
door to another exciting opportunity for 
themselves.
This exhibition displays wonderful 
pieces from artists such as Andy Warhol, 
Emily Carr, Henri Beau, and many others. 
Responding to the question of what he 
would like people to get from the gallery, 
Thom said, “What I’d like people to 
take out of this gallery is that this is the 
Vancouver Art Gallery; it belongs to and it’s 
here for the people of Vancouver. There’s 
something for everyone here and it’s worth 
coming to see it.”
‘A Curator’s View: 
Ian Thom Selects’ 
Vancouver Art 
Gallery exhibition
 › Long-time curator shares his favourites
Photos of Ian Thom by Sonam Kaloti
This is the 
Vancouver 
Art Gallery; it 
belongs to and 
it’s here for 
the people of 
Vancouver.”
– Ian Thom, former Senior 
Curator-Historical of the 
Vancouver Art Gallery.
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    
“You have to hide!” says Touchstone, an employee under Duke Frederick’s 
business.
“Why?” says Corin, a farmer from the 
mystical, peaceful forest of the Okanagan.
“’Cause it’s Shakespeare!” Touchstone 
says in reply, as though it were obvious. 
Bard on the Beach is an exciting 
opportunity for anyone looking for an 
organic thrill. Located in Vancouver’s 
Vanier Park, directly across the beautiful 
shores of Sunset Beach, the outdoor tent 
event puts on various Shakespeare plays 
throughout the summer. As You Like It, 
directed by Daryl Cloran, is a wonderful 
adaption of the original Shakespeare play 
into a somewhat modernized musical 
version, boasting tributes to 25 Beatles 
songs.
 The musical is set in Vancouver in the 
1960s and begins with a dispute between 
brothers Oliver and Orlando de Boys, 
which results in Orlando escaping to the 
land of the Okanagan to be free of his older 
brother. Meanwhile, Rosalind is banished 
by her uncle Duke Frederick (who had 
also banished his brother, Rosalind’s 
father, Duke Senior to the Okanagan) 
from Vancouver. However, Celia, Duke 
Frederick’s daughter and Rosalind’s cousin, 
runs away with Rosalind to the Okanagan 
as well, but not before Rosalind and 
Orlando have hopelessly fallen in love with 
one another. Rosalind and Celia escape 
Vancouver by taking on secret identities: 
Rosalind disguises herself as Ganymede, a 
young man, and Celia as Aliena, his sister. 
In the Okanagan all the exiled characters 
meet, and we watch their relationships 
grow and transform, all while the two girls 
remain in disguise.  
“[The actors] seem like a very 
connected ensemble. They listen to each 
other well and it was very entertaining to 
watch,” said Mara Ozarchevici, a first-year 
student in the Future Teachers program, 
in an interview with the Other Press. 
However, she said, “At times they could 
have been more grounded, [as] a lot of 
them were jumping around on stage. 
At times it worked, but sometimes it 
distracted from what was going on in the 
moment.” 
Actors of Bard put on an impressive 
show. From acting, playing instruments, 
singing, and dancing to stage set-up, it’s 
hard not to ask, “What can’t they do?” 
Throughout the play there are many 
instances when the crew must improvise 
their lines and these moments make it all 
the easier to acknowledge their skill in the 
craft. In the performance I attended, at one 
point a helicopter flew above the grounds 
and the actors all went quiet, merely 
looking up to the sky in unified confusion 
for a prolonged moment. This alone caused 
an uproar of laughter in the audience. 
The actors bring life to the archaic 
language of Shakespeare, so the spectators 
do not feel alienated. This benefits the play 
greatly, since theatregoers can fully connect 
with the emotions presented on stage—
laughing during comedic scenes, crying 
during sad scenes, and of course gasping 
when metal trash cans are kicked out of 
anger by Duke Frederick himself. The 
performers can captivate their audience 
to the extent of causing the room to be 
impressively hushed. 
There is a character in this play for 
everyone, from the flustered, infatuated 
Orlando to the melancholy Jaques. Silvius, 
a lovesick farmer who is constantly 
rejected by his crush, is a notable character 
reminiscent of a Shakespeare version of 
Goofy from Mickey Mouse. 
The sets and costumes are confusing, 
to say the least. The first set looks like 
someone has gathered up their basement 
collection of random items gathering 
dust and thrown them onto the stage; 
items include a wrestling ring, 1960s band 
instruments, and a Vancouver skyline 
backdrop, further furnished with metal 
chairs and tables which serve little to no 
purpose in the play itself. The second set 
is more concise, comprised of decorative 
trees (and other nature items) and a 
groovy 1960s van decorated in none other 
than hippie-style flowers. The costumes 
themselves aren’t necessarily bad; however, 
while some characters wear what appear 
to be Shakespeare-era clothing, others are 
dressed in 1960s clothes, and some are even 
dressed in our present-day type of outfits. 
Lighting on set is good throughout 
the musical, with colours changing very 
precisely with the live music and acting. 
The music, played by the actors switching 
in and out of instruments and scenes, pulls 
the entire production together, setting the 
mood for every scene.
“This was definitely a great experience 
and I definitely recommend it to anyone,” 
said Ozarchevici. 
Bard on the Beach puts on amusing, 
heart-warming productions, and it would 
be simply outrageous for anyone not to go 
experience one of their joyful renditions of 
Shakespeare’s plays.
Vancouver through Shakespeare’s eyes
 › ‘Bard on the Beach: As You Like It’ review
Ethan Gibson
Contributor
Vladimir Nabokov, author of the scandalous Lolita, created (and 
translated into English) another darkly 
comical tale of illicit romance gone 
irresistibly awry in his 1932 novel Laughter 
in the Dark. The story seems familiar at 
first: A wealthy, middle-aged, married 
man falls haplessly into infatuation with 
an unattainable young beauty, and she 
shrewdly manipulates his love for material 
gains. It is Nabokov’s adept and often 
hilarious writing of these characters that 
makes Laughter such a gem. (Spoilers 
ahead!)
I would primarily recommend 
Laughter in the Dark to those who prefer 
unconventional romance stories. This is 
really a cruel tale, but an enjoyable one 
nonetheless. The novel’s tone seems to 
hold very little pity or even sympathy for 
its characters. Albinus the middle-aged art 
critic is happily married—until he glimpses 
the young Margot, an usher at a local 
cinema and an aspiring (though wholly 
untalented) actress. Their eventual affair 
proves to be mutually beneficial, in an 
entirely toxic manner. Albinus, delusional 
as ever, is motivated by a lust he calls 
love—as the narrator explains, “Albinus 
[had] never been very lucky in affairs of the 
heart.” Margot—not unfamiliar with illicit 
affairs despite her youth—is after Albinus’s 
wealth and status, hoping that he will 
bring her into the high society of German 
cinema. Her aim of gradually taking as 
much of his money as possible crystallizes 
when she is unexpectedly reunited with 
the first love of her life, Axel Rex—who also 
happens to be an acquaintance of Albinus.
The history between Margot and 
Axel—of which Albinus is ignorant—is 
rekindled when they begin an affair of 
their own behind Albinus’ back. They 
prove an especially devious pair as Axel 
wedges himself into Albinus’ life, all the 
while scheming with Margot to take the 
fortune of her foolish older lover. I should 
say that to discuss Albinus’ status as one 
of the greatest losers in twentieth-century 
literature is not a spoiler. The novel begins 
like this: “Once upon a time there lived in 
Berlin, Germany, a man called Albinus. 
He was rich, respectable, happy; one day 
he abandoned his wife for the sake of a 
youthful mistress; he loved; was not loved; 
and his life ended in disaster.” Nabokov’s 
narrator sees no problem revealing the 
broad outline of Albinus’ life, claiming that 
there will be “profit and pleasure in the 
telling” of his story.
There is indeed plenty of “profit and 
pleasure” in this slim, irreverent novel. 
It’s hard to call it a tragedy because the 
characters involved are ultimately and 
thoroughly unsympathetic. They receive 
the inevitable consequences of their 
various follies—Albinus is punished for 
throwing away his family and happiness, 
and Margot eventually pushes her luck 
too far. Axel Rex—Margot’s true lover—is 
arguably the antagonist of the novel. It is 
his encouragement of Margot (and her 
parasitic exploitation of Albinus) that 
drives the plot to ruins. Rex emerges as a 
particularly loathsome villain as he escapes 
this sordid business without facing any 
consequences. 
What is a reader to make of this petty 
domestic drama set in an unfamiliar past? 
Perhaps one moral of this story is that love 
can be far uglier than popular depictions 
tend to suggest.
The laughably sad tale of a pathetic man
 › ‘Laughter in the Dark’ novel review
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Love can be far uglier 
than popular depictions 
tend to suggest.
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    
I have never headbanged for that many hours with no desire to stop. 
Hailing from the United Kingdom, 
rock band Nothing But Thieves performed 
at Vogue Theatre in downtown Vancouver 
on September 21 and it was one of the 
best, if not the best, concerts  I have ever 
attended. The band is composed of five 
members: lead vocalist and guitarist Conor 
Mason, guitarist Joe Langridge-Brown, 
guitarist and keyboardist Dominic Craik, 
bassist Philip Blake, and drummer James 
Price. 
After a long hour and a half wait (they 
weren’t late, it was just scheduled like that), 
opener Demob Happy arrived on stage and 
immediately threw all their energy into 
their music. Their passion rang through 
the venue and pumped up the audience for 
the headliner. The intermission between 
sets went by quickly, and suddenly Nothing 
But Thieves was rocking extremely hard, 
making use of the entire stage.
The stage lighting was incredibly 
dramatic in a good way and changed for 
each song. Each number featured a light 
show composed of blinding strobe lights 
and flashes of colour everywhere.
Frontman Mason made sure to thank 
the audience and Vancouver at every 
opportunity he could. Nothing But Thieves 
did not have a single intermission, besides 
the short one directly before the encore. 
The energy they displayed was incredible—
it honestly seemed like they couldn’t 
run out of stamina. The entire band was 
playing their instruments to that rock level, 
while also dancing and running around. 
Despite the extreme differences in the 
high and low range and musical difficulty 
in their songs, Mason remained on pitch 
and had superior tone quality throughout 
the entire hour-and-a-half-long set. The 
band members constantly interacted 
with each other, goofing around and 
shooting each other grins. Watching them 
genuinely enjoying themselves made the 
entire concert much more enjoyable to 
watch as a spectator. During the last song, 
“Amsterdam,” they even began playing 
catch with a rubber duck thrown onto stage 
by an audience member, while still playing 
their instruments. 
The audience had a tremendous 
amount of energy, screaming, jumping, 
dancing, and singing along to every song. 
Riot yells rang through the crowd during 
“I’m Not Made by Design,” while tears 
flooded during “Particles.”  
Modern-day rock bands almost feel 
hard to come by due to their lack of media 
coverage. We must find them on our own 
nowadays. This prevents people from 
being introduced to so much amazing 
music, such as Nothing But Thieves as 
well as many other bands that deserve 
more recognition. It really is a shame 
anytime skill and talent get overlooked for 
seemingly no reason. 
“Number 13” and “Amsterdam” were 
the best songs to witness live, since they 
were the fiercest performances. The guitar 
and bass players shredded, the drumsticks 
probably should have been broken, and 
the vocals powerfully matched up to the 
strength of all the other instruments. 
There was no major flaw in Nothing 
But Thieves’ performance and there were 
many phenomenal elements to the show, 
which is why this concert deserves its 
five out of five rating. It’s hard to imagine 
anything else from a band where every 
member is as skilled as the next. While 
they have stolen the Vogue Theatre 
this time around, I predict the rest of 
Vancouver’s rock lovers will be soon to 
follow.
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
It is awards season right now and everyone is talking about which films will win 
Academy Awards and Canadian Screen 
Awards next year. Many movies garnered 
attention this year, from those recognized 
in the Cannes Film Festival to those that 
are yet to be released. 
The Lower Mainland finally gets to 
see some of these films in the Vancouver 
International Film Festival (VIFF). Also, 
there will be world premieres of motion 
pictures, talks with various people in the 
film and TV industry, and music events 
related to film.
The spotlight is on potentially the 
most popular Japanese director right now, 
Hirokazu Kore’eda, since a lot of people 
are talking about his new film Shoplifters. 
It is a popular topic of conversation among 
those waiting outside the Vancity Theatre 
to purchase their tickets for the festival. 
Shoplifters, which won the Palme d’Or 
(highest prize) in the Cannes Film Festival 
this year, is about an orphan deciding 
between living with abusive parents or a 
family of shoplifters. The film did very well 
when it was released in Japan last summer 
and it might win the Academy Award for 
Best Foreign Language Film next year. 
It must battle another film, Paweł 
Pawlikowski’s Cold War, which was also 
shown in the Cannes Film Festival and 
will be shown in the VIFF this year. Cold 
War concerns Poland post-World War 
II. Another notable feature set to have a 
world premiere in the festival is It’s Boring 
Here, Pick Me Up, which revolves around 
a woman experiencing nostalgia when she 
goes back to her hometown. 
Anime fans will be excited about the 
release of Mirai, the newest film from 
Mamoru Hosoda, which did well last 
summer when it was released in Japan. 
Hosoda is known for previous works 
including The Girl Who Leapt Through 
Time, Summer Wars, and Wolf Children. 
This year’s Canadian entries include 
three local films from the BC Spotlight 
series. The first is a tale of a cultural 
exchange called The Darling. Another, 
Edge of the Knife (Sgaaway K’uuna), is the 
first film spoken only in Haida dialects. 
Finally, Finding Big Country is the story of 
the search for a star amongst the Vancouver 
Grizzlies. 
In documentaries there is Rob 
Stewart’s last film, Sharkwater Extinction, 
completed after the director’s death; 
Shirkers, a documentary which was 
thought to be lost but recently resurfaced; 
and a documentary about promotional 
musicals, Bathtubs Over Broadway. 
VIFF will have many panels, including 
one featuring the creators of various shows 
such as Orphan Black’s Graeme Manson, 
Bones’ Hart Hanson, Cardinal’s Sarah 
Dodd, The Good Doctor’s David Shore, 
and Counterpart’s Amy Berg. There are 
also panels with Michael Schur (one of 
the creators of Parks and Recreation and 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine), Paul Austerberry 
(production designer of The Shape of 
Water), and musician RZA. RZA will also 
do a live score of The 36th Chamber of 
Shaolin, a classic martial arts film that 
inspired him. 
The film festival this year has a lot of 
films to choose from and talks and events 
that go beyond film. VIFF will take place 
between September 27 and October 12.
I’d let them rob me
Awards season continues at VIFF
 › Nothing But Thieves concert review
 › Celebrating international and local films and more
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This year’s Canadian 
entries include three 
local films from the 
BC Spotlight series.
I have never 
headbanged for that 
many hours with 
no desire to stop.
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Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
Great Inclinations is your go-to source 
for diving into the world of casual hiking in 
and around the Lower Mainland. Because 
hiking’s not just for assholes anymore.
Hiking and drinking good beer are two of my favourite hobbies—and 
they aren’t mutually exclusive from each 
other. There’s an immense satisfaction 
that comes with cracking open a cold one 
after a grueling ascent, but it’s a polarizing 
topic between hikers. Here are a few things 
to consider before going hiking with your 
closest frothy friend.
Just a friendly reminder: Consuming 
alcohol in public isn’t permitted anywhere 
in British Columbia, including on its 
awesome hiking trails, and you can even 
receive a whopping $240 fine for doing 
so. For this article’s sake though, let’s just 
pretend that people don’t always follow the 
rules 100 percent of the time.
First off, I admit it’s a fun novelty—
popping a squat at the top of a mountain 
and sipping on some delicious suds. For 
whatever reason, casually drinking a beer in 
situations that aren’t typically synonymous 
with drinking has a certain je ne sais quoi. 
Not everyone would agree with me though, 
so be considerate of other hikers on the 
trail, and if you’re bringing beer then avoid 
being an obnoxious party-bro about it.
You should also consider how long 
of a hike you’re embarking on and in what 
shape the beer will be once you reach 
the summit. Will the beer be lukewarm 
and shaken up from the ascent, erupting 
in a foam geyser as soon as you pop the 
tab? Consider that every step you take is 
another gentle rattle to the beer. As for 
the temperature, I’ve covered cooler bags 
in previous “Great Inclinations” articles, 
but it’s worth reiterating that they’re 
an easy way to keep your items—in this 
case, beer—chilled until it’s time for 
consumption. To make your cooler bag 
even colder, leave it in the freezer overnight 
before your hike.
There’s also the inevitability of that 
tasty beer becoming an empty bottle or 
can after you’ve relieved it of its precious 
contents. Most hikes have a “pack out 
what you pack in” policy and garbage cans 
are deliberately scarce, so be prepared to 
carry your empties down with you—and 
inevitably get some little spills in the 
process. I always recommend bringing an 
extra plastic bag for food scraps, and it can 
help with empties as well.
If you’re old enough to purchase 
beer, then you’re old enough to make the 
decision for yourself whether you’re going 
to bring it hiking or not. I’ve given a few 
suggestions for if you go that route, but I’m 
also generally opposed to the idea. Casual 
drinking is already ingrained into so many 
other activities, so I’m fine leaving hiking as 
a sober hobby. 
My advice: Leave the brews for as a 
post-hike activity and enjoy some other 
beverage while you’re on the trail. Like 
water. You’re already about 60 percent 
water, so just go with that for now.
Great Inclinations
 › Should you bring beer on a hike? 
• Vancouver Fashion Week 2018
• Fan Expo guest list: Film and television
• Should you bring beer on a hike? 
Illustration by Cara Seccafien
If you’re old enough to purchase beer, then you’re old enough to make 
the decision for yourself whether you’re going to bring it hiking or not.
#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 

This week’s photo is by dahyeyaa_97
GET INFORMED,
GET REGISTERED,
GET VOTING!
It’s never too early or too late to start getting involved
Are you unhappy about the state of the world, the country, and your local community? Do 
you look at the US or even as close to home as Ontario and shudder at the idea of all that 
happening here? Do you wish you could influence local policy changes even a little bit?
Well, it sounds like you should register to vote!
There are two opportunities to make your voice heard this October: The municipal election on 
October 20, and the mail-in Referendum on Electoral Reform from October 22 to November 2. Both 
of these votes will have significant impacts on your local community and the province at large.
BY BEX PETERSON, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
WAIT, WHAT’S HAPPENING WHEN?
No shame if you’re lost or a little behind on what’s going on politically; let’s take it back to high school 
social studies.
This October your local government is holding a municipal election. This means your mayor, city 
councillors, and school board trustees are all running for election or re-election. Candidates will either be 
running independently or as part of a slate. A slate, it should be noted, is not the same as a political party, 
however slates can reflect the priorities of provincial or federal parties. A slate is more like an agreement 
between candidates to share the work in campaigning and to vote together on issues if elected. So, while 
voting for someone who’s part of a slate is not the same as voting for someone who’s running on behalf of 
a particular party, it’s worth seeing what their slate formally supports and who they’re running with. 
The Electoral Referendum is another matter entirely. The Other Press has already covered what the 
referendum will entail, but to quickly recap, the province is trying to fix our current voting system. Right 
now, we operate under a “first-past-the-post” (FPTP) voting system, which has been criticized for not 
truly representing the wishes of voters. Our choices on the referendum will be to change from FPTP to 
a dual member proportional system, mixed member proportional system, or rural-urban proportional 
representation system.

THAT DOESN’T SOUND VERY EXCITING. 
WHY SHOULD I CARE? 
I’ll admit, as someone who’s actually sat down and listened to several full city council meetings, it’s not 
exactly prime entertainment. However, your local city council and school board are responsible for decisions 
that can impact some pretty significant parts of your day-to-day life!
Do you take transit and wish you had a better bus system in your town—or even better, a light rail 
system of some kind? City council decides a lot of that. Do you care about your local parks? That’s usually 
covered by municipal government as well. Do you think rent in your area is unaffordable? Congratulations 
on living in the Lower Mainland, but yes, municipal government has a large role to play in affordable 
housing decisions. The province can try to put forward initiatives to help ease the financial burden on 
renters and home owners, but without the support of local government, we’re not going to see much in 
the way of substantial change on that front. 
Voting for the school board is important too! It may not affect you directly at the moment, but for the 
sake of those still in public school and for the sake of your siblings, relatives, or (potential future)  offspring, 
it’s worth keeping an eye on where the local school budget is going. 
As for the referendum, well, if you feel like your vote doesn’t matter much right now because of the 
current system, your vote can have a hand in changing it!

FINE, MAYBE I DO WANT TO VOTE— 
BUT REGISTERING TO VOTE SOUNDS COMPLICATED
It isn’t! I honestly updated my voter registration information before writing this article and it took me all 
of five minutes, if that. You can do it online at elections.bc.ca/ovr and all you need to have on hand is a 
personal identification number of some kind (driver’s license, Social Insurance Number, Personal Health 
Number, et cetera). Elections BC has, according to the website, already passed along your registration 
information to local governments, so you’ll want to check with your local government election office to 
make sure you’re registered to vote in the municipal election. That part I’ll admit is a bit of a pain, but 
looking up your local government office is super easy—you can find the contact information for yours at 
www.civicinfo.bc.ca either in the directory or under “municipalities”. 

ALL RIGHT, YOU GOT ME WITH THE RENT THING, 
BUT I DON’T FEEL INFORMED ENOUGH TO VOTE
The good news is you have plenty of time to get informed before the municipal election and the 
referendum!
The best place to start learning about local candidates is in your local newspaper. Now that 
nominations are over, and the list of candidates has been finalized, you’d best believe you’re going to start 
hearing a lot about your local nominees. Local newspapers will also probably announce the times and dates 
of upcoming debates, which I highly recommend attending. This is your chance to ask candidates direct 
questions about their policies and let them know what your priorities as a voter are. 
Candidates will likely start door-knocking over the next month leading up to the election. I know 
it’s going to be tempting to turn off all the lights and pretend you aren’t home, but this is a unique 
opportunity to talk to a potential community representative one-on-one. At the very least, don’t 
immediately trash the flyer they’re no doubt going to leave in your mailbox or on your doorstep.
Facebook is also a good place to learn more about your local candidates. As people become more 
social media literate, I’m finding that a lot of local government officials are starting to make good use 
of Facebook pages and groups to organize and promote their platform. If you find a candidate you’re 
personally passionate about, let people know! Oftentimes people will just vote for names they recognize if 
they’re not super informed on the issues. Make sure to support your ideal candidate by making their name 
recognizable to people within your social group. 
As for the referendum, there are plenty of resources online detailing the differences between the 
potential voting systems. Assess your own priorities as a voter and do a little research to see which system 
lines up with them. Talk to your friends and family about it—hell, you can even ask one of your Douglas 
profs if you’re confused. I find one of the best ways to make an informed decision is to not only read up on 
the technical aspects of the choices provided, but to listen to the opinions of people I trust on the matter as 
well.

Change starts small and it starts at home. If we want a better future for our country, we have to 
start treating every election and every vote like it matters—because it does! Poor voter turnout 
has spelled disaster for the priorities of people in our age demographic. A democracy functions 
best with an informed and engaged population. So, get informed, get registered, and get voting!
life & style // no. 12 theotherpress.ca
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Like me, you might be planning to attend Fan Expo Vancouver this 
coming October. I have been going to 
this convention since its inception and I 
can say, with certainty, that I have never 
seen a guest list quite as star-studded as 
this one promises to be. Just looking at 
those already announced to attend, there’s 
going to be a little something for everyone. 
Without further ado, here are some of the 
headliners you will be seeing from film and 
television.
Leading the pack, and one of the 
first guests announced, is Jason Momoa. 
He’s famous for his portrayal of Khal 
Drogo in Game of Thrones as well as 
his fan-favorite performance as Arthur 
Curry (better known as Aquaman) in 
Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice and 
Justice League—a role he will reprise this 
December in Aquaman, a feature film 
origin story for the character. Momoa 
is best known for being a lovable giant, 
despite his proclivities for playing movie 
and television badasses like Conan from 
the 2011 Conan the Barbarian remake, 
Stargate: Atlantis’s Ronon Dex, and 
Frontier’s Declan Harp.
Equally as lovable, and also a giant, 
is Ron Perlman! For me, I fell in love with 
Perlman when he played Vincent in the 
Beauty and the Beast television series that 
ran from 1987 to 1990. However, most 
people know Perlman as the titular red 
dude from Hellboy and Hellboy II: The 
Golden Army. He has also lent his unique 
voice to Transformers: Power of the Primes 
as Optimus Primal, and to Adventure Time 
where he played the Lich as well as a few 
other characters. He also has stakes in the 
Harry Potter franchise, playing Gnarlak  in 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them. 
Not to be outdone, the ladies will also 
have representation as Fan Expo presents 
the original Buffy—Kristy Swanson! 
Swanson is best known for playing the 
titular protagonist from Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer, the 1992 movie that inspired the 
television series starring Sarah Michelle 
Gellar. Swanson is also known for her 
portrayal of Simone Adamley in Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off and as Cathy in the 1987 
thriller Flowers in the Attic.
It wouldn’t be Fan Expo without 
an homage to Power Rangers—and to 
satisfy that quota, we have Jason David 
Frank. Frank is not unfamiliar to the Fan 
Expo stage, but he is always a welcome 
addition to the guest list. His portrayal of 
Tommy Oliver in multiple installments of 
the Power Rangers franchise means that 
many young nerds have grown up with 
him as a household name. Outside of 
Power Rangers, Frank has accumulated an 
impressive list of credits, playing himself in 
2014’s Nerd Love and the title character in 
2011’s The Dragon Warrior . He also played 
real-life stuntman John Stewart in the 
biopic Fall Guy: The John Stewart Story.
Battlestar Galactica fans will be 
chomping at the bit to see one of their 
favorites, Katee Sackhoff. Sackhoff played 
quintessential captain Starbuck in the 2004 
to 2009 television series. She also lent her 
talents to the Halloween franchise, playing 
Jen in 2002’s Halloween: Resurrection. 
Currently Sackhoff is set to play Niko in an 
upcoming television series titled Another 
Life, which will debut in 2019. 
Marvel fans will be happy to know 
that Pom Klementieff—the Canadian-
born French actress behind Mantis 
from Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 and 
Avengers: Infinity War—will be attending. 
Though relatively unknown to English-
speaking audiences, Klementieff does 
have a few titles under her belt: Haeng-
Bok from the 2013 Oldboy remake and 
Loise in Hacker’s Game, to name a couple. 
Klementieff is set to reprise her role as 
Mantis in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 in 
2020, as well as her role of Loise in Hacker’s 
Gamer Redux to come out later this year.
Whether you’re there for the nostalgic 
feels or to celebrate one of many actors 
responsible for making one of your favorite 
characters come to life, I suggest reserving 
your ticket for Fan Expo Vancouver 
now. The convention will take place 
from October 12 to 14 at the Vancouver 
Convention Centre.
Fan Expo guest list: Film and television
 › Big names from sci-fi and fantasy to invade Vancouver this October
Photos of Jason Momoa, Ron Perlman, Kristy Swanson, Jason David Frank, Katee Sackhoff, and Pom Klementieff via Fan Expo Vancouver website
Just looking at those already announced to attend, 
there’s going to be a little something for everyone.
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If you hear the words “Vancouver Fashion Week” and they don’t automatically ring a bell—don’t worry, you’re not alone. As a city, 
Vancouver is more known for our tech and tourism industries than for being 
a pinnacle of world clothing fads. However, that is not to say that Vancouver 
is unconcerned with global trends and designers—and Vancouver Fashion 
Week (VFW) is a great opportunity to introduce yourself to some.
VFW took place from September 17 to 23. It is usually run biannually, 
once to cover the Fall/Winter season and again to cover the Spring/Summer 
season. These shows are not run during their respective seasons but rather 
tend to act as previews for an upcoming season—meaning this previous VFW 
presented the Spring/Summer season for 2019. I know, it’s a bit confusing, but 
fashion likes to be innovative and sometimes complicated. 
If we push aside the fashion education category—catwalks presented by 
various colleges—we are still left with a healthy list of intriguing designers. 
This isn’t to say that fashion education is not worthy, but the shows presented 
by these institutions usually act a showcase, so individual designers are not 
as highlighted and are usually restricted by a theme decided by VFW or the 
institution itself. With that being said, unfortunately there isn’t enough time 
for me to list all of the very unique and globally renowned artists that had 
presented at VFW—so I will be focusing on our local talent.
Profanity by LillzKillz 
Designer Lillea Goian—otherwise known as LillzKillz—is only 20 but has 
already been featured in many publications like Nylon and Vogue. Her bright, 
eclectic mix of street style shook the catwalk on September 18, presenting a 
fun but polarizing view on fashion and youth culture. Profanity is dedicated 
to showing us visions of inclusivity, androgyny, limitless possibilities, and 
rejection of social rules and norms. It juxtaposes bright colours and loud 
patterns with themes of bondage and reintroduces us to the rave subculture of 
the ’90s and early ’00s.
Sarah Runnalls Collection
Sarah Runnalls—a locally taught designer hailing from Victoria—offers us 
a label dedicated to tailoring and sculptural silhouettes. This label is perfect 
for consumers looking for high-quality, timeless pieces that focus less on 
fads and more on investment. With cuts made to flatter most figures, as 
well as simplistic colour and fabric choices, the Sarah Runnalls Collection is 
something that is very obviously Vancouver-inspired. You can see the humble 
opulence of our fair city in every hem and carefully designed layer. Simple—
yet crafted in elegance.
MGHN by Meghan Buckley
Androgynous and childlike, Meghan Buckley’s label MGHN is definitely not 
for the average fashion lover. The designs are primarily unisex—as per the 
label’s intent—however, this season Buckley’s designs also appear infantile. 
It presents a confusing message of comfort, with a conglomeration of 
shapelessness and stiff fabrics. The clothes are massively oversized—which is 
en trende  for streetwear designers—but repetitive in nature. I remain unsure 
if this collection was as thoroughly thought-out as Buckley’s previous ones 
but still am impressed by her construction and cohesiveness.
Ay Lelum by The Good House of Design
Family-run label Ay Lelum is a cooperative work between sisters Aunalee 
Boyd-Good and Sophia Seward-Good, following mentorship by their mother, 
Sandra Moorhouse-Good, and featuring artwork by their brother, Coast Salish 
artist W. Joel Good, along with their father, traditional Coast Salish artist 
William Good. Their showing at VFW was one of my favourites, featuring 
beautiful, First Nations-inspired patterns unique to their design house and 
elegant cuts for the sophisticated wearer. Hailing from Nanaimo, this label 
will definitely be one to watch for an exceptionally Canadian view of fashion.
Life Support for Lifeless Lots by Hannah Eriksson
Focusing more on conceptual, wearable art, self-titled label Hannah Eriksson 
presents their second collection to VFW, called “Life Support for Lifeless 
Lots.” Though depressingly titled, the garments shown are actually incredible 
in their construction and fantastical in their approach. Through use of odd 
layers, visible hardware, and seemingly-random cut-outs and hems, Hannah 
Eriksson has managed to create a visually stunning collection, though it is 
somewhat impractical for everyday wear.
Not Dead Yet by Adam-Lin Bungag
Designer Adam-Lin Bungag describes this label with an aim “to deconstruct 
and divulge the unspoken narratives of finding identity in relation to 
the constructs of masculinity, femininity, and sexuality.” Apparently this 
translates to an impressive use of unconventional fabric and materials with 
’60s and ’80s futurism undertones. Wearable pieces featuring plastic and 
rubber are in full-force with this label—which I find fascinating. As if to offset 
this decision to feature such strange textiles, the cuts and construction of the 
clothes are simple and easy to wear.
Vancouver Fashion 
Week 2018
 › This season’s local highlights
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OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
• To flip or not to flip? 
• Vaginas are supposed to taste like 
vaginas
• Stop saying men are trash
• A habit is still a habit
...and more!
Naomi Ambrose
Contributor
Earlier this month, The Star Vancouver ran a story about Khin Kyi, a Vancouver 
cleaner who won a case against a corporate 
behemoth that involved contract flipping.
Contract flipping occurs when 
companies hire service companies with the 
intent to change these service providers 
within a few years. Considering the 
frequency of these changes, the practice 
of contract flipping needs to be examined 
a lot more closely. Who benefits from 
contract flipping? The workers? I beg to 
differ. It is reasonable to presume that if 
a company hires a new service provider, 
the previous workers’ jobs could be 
jeopardized. 
I would imagine that Khin Kyi, along 
with numerous other workers who are 
affected by each flip, would not 
embrace this job jeopardy with open 
arms. Workers—especially those who are 
hard-working and dedicated—deserve 
to feel a sense of job security and a sense 
of comfort that could help them to feel 
relaxed and more inclined to perform their 
job. This sense of job security could then 
help to increase productivity. Therefore, 
I believe that companies that engage in 
contract flipping should carefully analyze 
the use of this practice if they want to 
improve their productivity levels. After all, 
a happy and secure work force increases 
productivity day by day.
However, I started to realize that 
contract flipping can also be a reminder 
of the constant presence of change. As 
the ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus 
stated, “The only thing that is constant is 
change.” Heraclitus’s quote is ever more 
applicable in the business world filled with 
currency fluctuations, unstable markets, 
and low sales. 
Changes and a lot more changes are 
inevitable, dear workers. Be ready for job 
changes. Be ready for the possibility that 
you may no longer have that contractual 
job that you depended on to feed your 
children or to pay off your student loan. 
Be ready to also remember that contract 
flipping is here to remind us about the 
importance of carefully reading contracts. 
Let us try to resist the urge to skim through 
contracts or to scroll through to the end of 
the page with the finely written terms and 
conditions.
When we don’t take the time to read 
contracts, we often sign our rights away. 
One of these rights might include suing for 
breach of contract. Or perhaps you gave up 
that right without really knowing that you 
did when you skimmed through the terms 
and conditions. 
Let’s also remember that several 
resources are available to help us to 
understand contracts. One of these 
resources can be found on www.povnet.
org. This site provides a comprehensive list 
of different advocacy groups throughout 
British Columbia, including groups that 
offer legal aid and legal assistance.
With regards to the theme of legality, 
contract flipping is also a reminder of 
the practices that can occur if there are 
loopholes in legislation. According to a 
2015 report issued by the British Columbia 
Federation of Labour, inconsistencies 
and weaknesses in British Columbia’s 
successorship legislation under Section 
35 of British Columbia’s Labour Code 
mean that this legislation does not apply 
to contract flipping. The federation 
suggested the need to review the labour 
code to address contract flipping. The 
suggestions seem to have been addressed 
for the real estate industry where house 
flipping is rampant. However, changes to 
the legislation for the service industry seem 
to have been ignored. Contract flipping will 
be here for a while, so be ready for it.
To flip or not to flip? 
 › We can all learn important lessons from contract flipping 
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
A vagina is no bed of roses. It’s not a mango, a peach, or a basket of raspberries, and it’s 
certainly not a pink-coloured Starburst. So why do so 
many people think it has to taste or smell like one? 
Your vagina is not supposed to taste like candy, 
it’s supposed to taste like, you know, a vagina. Every 
person has had a fear of their nether regions not 
tasting or smelling like a fruit basket, but this is a 
concern that is ultimately directed at people with 
vaginas. The number of people who refuse to receive 
oral sex from their partner but are fine to give it 
because they’re 
self-conscious 
about the odour 
of their vaginas is 
concerning. They 
miss out on a crucial 
element of sex and 
pleasure because of 
this genital shame. 
What’s more is 
that most cisgender 
men don’t often have to worry about the smell or taste 
of their privates or semen. This burden of anxiety 
to have your genitals taste and smell like an edible 
arrangement is dumped on many women. It’s an 
anxiety that has no basis for truth, but that doesn’t 
stop businesses from exploiting that fear to make 
money.
Many companies are using people’s fear of not 
smelling or tasting “fresh” to sell their products. They 
say their supplements have all-natural and herbal 
fruit extracts with wheatgrass that can make your 
genitalia smell like potpourri. Or, in one company’s 
words, the product “adds a semi-fruity taste and 
sensual smell to your intimate body fluid,” but the 
same page also says, “These statements have not been 
evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This 
product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or 
prevent any disease.”
 Other companies claim that douching, 
steaming, or using certain creams or sprays will make 
your vagina cleaner, smell nicer, and therefore be 
“fresher.” They’re lying. Some of these products are 
either a cheap gimmick or can wind up doing more 
harm to your body, and your vagina, and I’ll tell you 
how. 
The taste and smell of a vagina does not depend 
on anything except your body’s chemistry. Vaginas 
are self-cleaning organs and have special bacteria 
that help keep them clean and prevent infections. 
By douching, or 
applying any special 
creams or gels, 
you are getting rid 
of these bacteria 
and instead 
making yourself 
more susceptible 
to infection 
and therefore 
unpleasant odour. 
Vaginas also have a natural pH balance of about 3.8 to 
4.5 and are naturally acidic, so they’re going to taste 
acidic. However, generally the taste of one’s vagina 
varies from person to person.
No products can make a significant change to 
your genital odour or taste; only your diet can change 
this. For instance, if you drink alcohol, or eat a lot of 
garlic or spicy food, you might not taste as good. Lots 
of healthy food, fluids, and breathable underwear are 
factors to a healthy vagina. 
However, at the end of the day, vaginas are 
vaginas, so they’re not always going to taste or smell 
amazing. If you’re picky about the smell or taste of 
your partner’s genitals, you probably aren’t mature 
enough to be with them. 
Vaginas are supposed to taste like vaginas
 › Don’t give into the fear and don’t mess around with your body’s chemistry
If you’re picky about the smell or taste 
of your partner’s genitals, you probably 
aren’t mature enough to be with them.
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Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
“Men are trash” and “Kill all men” are statements that are said by 
a lot of people these days. Hell, they’re 
even printed on t-shirts now. I believe this 
rhetoric was originally used to call out the 
problematic behaviour exhibited by men, 
such as catcalling and different forms of 
abuse. However, I don’t think people give a 
lot of thought into what these things really 
mean.
Are men really trash? Some men 
have done some awful and problematic 
things, but so have many women. Women 
can catcall, be abusive, and exhibit toxic 
behaviour. I don’t think it’s so much 
a gender problem as it is a systematic 
problem that teaches both men and 
women that these things are okay. Men 
may be the offenders in most cases of 
domestic abuse and sexual assault but 
that doesn’t mean they are inherently bad 
people. Again, it’s just the system that 
teaches men that these things are okay. It’s 
not men that are trash, it’s the system. 
As a feminist, it’s upsetting to see any 
gender generalized or insulted. The core 
of feminism is that all genders are equal. 
So, by stating “men are trash,” you are 
trivializing the entire movement. 
It’s wrong for men to be regarded 
this way because not all men are like this. 
That’s right, I said not all men, because it’s 
true! This type of hatred against men is 
called misandry, the opposite of misogyny. 
Many people see it as a non-issue because 
they believe men deserve this hate, since 
they hold the most power in culture and 
society. While men do hold a lot of power 
politically and socially, I don’t think stating 
“men are trash” and drinking juice out of 
a “male tears” mug is going to do anything 
to change this shift in power, nor will it do 
anything to change the system that teaches 
people that it’s okay to abuse or oppress 
anyone of any gender. 
What’s frustrating is that most people 
who say this have boyfriends, brothers, 
fathers, male friends, or all the above. 
Thus, it seems hypocritical to me that they 
hold these beliefs. 
I understand the sentiment of it 
all. I have said “all men are trash” more 
times than I care to remember. It seemed 
justified to me at the time because I 
thought the only way to combat my 
oppression was to spin it back to the 
supposed oppressors, but that doesn’t 
really make things even, does it? Also, if 
it were men who were saying, “women are 
trash,” could you imagine the backlash?
Generalizing an entire gender is 
not a good way to go about dismantling 
a patriarchal system. Sure, have 
conversations about problematic and toxic 
behaviours in our society and what we can 
do to fix them, but don’t assume all men 
are trash—and definitely don’t advocate for 
all men to be killed.  
Stop saying ‘men 
are trash’ 
 › Let’s not generalize gender
It’s not men that are 
trash, it’s the system.
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Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Vaping has practically replaced cigarette smoking in recent years. Many teens 
and young adults are trying the new trend, 
and many cigarette smokers are trying it to 
kick their cigarette habit. Because there is 
no tobacco in vapes or e-cigarettes, many 
are under the impression that it’s the 
healthier option. Bad news bears—vaping 
may not be as bad as smoking, but that 
doesn’t mean it’s healthier for you. Vaping 
still comes with some health risks that can’t 
be ignored.
A recent study in Science News for 
Students found that twice as many kids 
in high school vape over smoke, and the 
ratio was even higher for middle-schoolers. 
Tushar Singh from the Smoking and Health 
office at the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention showed that, in 2015, 2.39 
million high school kids vaped—a huge 
difference compared to the 1.37 million kids 
who smoked cigarettes. Since most people 
are under the impression vaping is better 
because of the lack of tobacco, many have 
forgotten that there are other ingredients 
that are harmful to your body.
 Vapour oil comes in a variety of 
different flavours and although they all 
sound delicious, the ingredients tell a 
different story. Different types of metals 
have been found in e-cigarette vapour 
such as mercury, cadmium, nickel, tin, and 
silver, to name some. Additionally, some 
cancer-causing and addictive ingredients 
are found in vaping, such as formaldehyde, 
acetaldehyde, and finally nicotine. 
There is another type of vaping which 
has become popular among high school 
students called “Juuling,” which contains 
twice the amount of nicotine as similar 
products—one Juul pod contains as much 
nicotine as one to two packs of traditional 
cigarettes. This is concerning considering 
how addictive nicotine is, especially to 
young adults.
Dr Jessica Wang-Rodriguez echoes the 
dangers of assuming e-cigarettes are better 
for you. In a study she co-authored, she 
found that vapourized e-cigarette liquids 
“induce increased DNA strand breaks 
and cell death.” Additionally, research 
by Harvard University found that the 
chemicals found in some e-cigarettes can 
cause something called “popcorn lung,” a 
disease that narrows and weakens the lungs 
by scarring and inflammation. 
There’s no denying vaping is not as 
bad as smoking cigarettes in some ways, 
but there are still some health risks to 
take into consideration before picking an 
e-cigarette up. Vaping is not as bad for you, 
but it is still addictive and a bad habit to 
get into. 
A habit is still a habit
 › Vaping is not as bad as smoking, but it’s not better
Creative Works
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
“Charlie?” she choked out, brow furrowing as she reached 
forward and took hold of the 
rabbit’s wrist. “What if it doesn’t 
open again?”
Charlie said nothing, simply 
looking down at his feet. It was 
then that she knew the answer 
to her question. There was no 
guarantee that she would have this 
chance again.
“Guess we better get moving 
then,” she said with a weak smile, 
trying to conceal the fear she felt 
bubble up. 
Charlie sighed, nodding 
slightly as he drew her into a gentle 
embrace with frail arms. “Will, will 
be makin’s it my Kara.”
The girl wiped a tear from 
the corner of her eye, trying not 
to be obvious as she stepped out 
of the hug. “Thanks Charlie,” she 
murmured, offering him a true 
smile before turning from his 
velveteen face and heading down 
the road with new vigor. 
-
The woman sipped from her 
water bottle, washing 
down the hard bread of 
the stale sandwich. It was 
two o’clock in the morning, 
but nightmares had kept 
her awake. The hospital 
was as silent as a morgue, 
the comparison sticking 
like a lump in her throat. 
She set aside the rest of 
the sandwich, her appetite 
lost as blue eyes flickered to the 
still body of her daughter. Kara’s 
face had haunted her dreams. 
Memories like photographs floated 
by her mind, dragging out until 
they mingled with the images of 
that twisted hunk of metal that 
had once been Kara’s car.
“I love you,” she whispered 
sleepily. “I love you, I love you, I 
love you…” She repeated the words 
like a mantra, unwilling to stop for 
fear that the night would end too 
soon.
-
Kara walked till her legs 
ached, though Charlie seemed 
unaffected by the distance. The 
girl paused, and to his credit the 
rabbit didn’t complain when they 
had to take yet another break. 
She collapsed at his dainty feet, 
watching his twitching nose with 
mild amusement. 
“Charlie?”
“Yes’sm?”
“What happens when we get 
there?” she asked, biting her lower 
lip. Kara wanted the change of the 
city, but also was worried about 
what to expect. 
“Yous go. Yous know what be 
‘ere, what’s this is.”
“A dream,” she said flatly.
Charlie nodded with a crooked 
smile, glad he didn’t have to chase 
the girl’s understanding. “’Phoria 
the city where all humans be goin’. 
In ’Phoria, be no more dreamin’.”
“Euphoria is home?” Kara 
asked, something desperate 
jumping up inside of her. 
“’Phoria is yours. Dreamin’ 
gotta ends. ’Phoria be home, if end 
means home.”
“That doesn’t make much 
sense,” Kara chided. 
“Knows, sorry,” Charlie 
chuckled with a faint shrug.
Kara eyed him for a moment, 
feeling a hint of friendly 
annoyance. Charlie couldn’t answer 
the question of what Euphoria was; 
all he could do was tell her it was 
different then where she was now. 
The rabbit watched her 
intently, keen on any trace of 
reaction. His care was evident, as 
was his hope his answers wouldn’t 
make her cry once more.
Kara held out her hand, 
allowing her companion to help 
her to her feet. “Better get going,” 
she stated, now with new things to 
contemplate as she stared down at 
the way the blue chalk of the road 
stained her toes. 
“I love you, Charlie,” she 
murmured, standing as tall as she 
could to press a quick kiss to his 
soft cheek. Even then the rabbit 
had to duck in to meet her. “Thank 
you for helping me.”
Charlie smiled, brushing a 
blunt and clumsy paw over her 
back. “No times for goodbyes yet. 
Loves you my Kara.”
-
Dawn came far too soon for 
the woman, her eyes heavy with 
fatigue. She watched the golden 
light crest over the tops of the 
buildings below before turning 
to mindlessly flip through the 
channels of the television. She 
grew frustrated when nothing kept 
her attention long enough. She 
knew she should sleep, but she 
feared those familiar nightmares. 
The red numbers of the digital 
clock glared their stagnant call 
that not once seemed to heed her 
prayers and turn back. The woman 
looked to her daughter, making a 
great effort not to let her eyes rest 
on the unfamiliar face, wrapped in 
gauze and brutally mangled with 
tubes that breathed for a body that 
could not. Tears filled her eyes as 
she smoothed the blanket across 
Kara’s lap, quick to pick up a fallen 
stuffed toy. The woman tucked the 
small brown rabbit back under her 
daughter’s elbow, hoping that the 
childhood staple would offer her 
some sort of subconscious comfort. 
The woman looked up as a 
doctor entered, sucking in a breath 
at the stack of papers in his hand.
-
Kara looked out over the 
cliff, seeing the glimmering pearl 
bricks of the walled city. “So, what 
happens when it’s not open?” she 
asked, looking to Charlie as the 
rabbit simply crouched down next 
to her. 
“’Phoria closed, no roads to 
be walkin’. ’Phoria open, roads be 
takin’ yous there.”
Kara’s brows rose at 
the admission. It didn’t 
make sense, yet so little 
did. Here she sat with an 
eight-foot-tall rabbit that 
she had imagined as a 
child, looking down at a 
purple field and a pearl 
city.
“Charlie, you can’t 
come with me, can you?” 
she asked, cocking her head to the 
side curiously.
Her companion shook his 
head, looking to her with sadness 
in his eyes. “Will be’s missin’ yous,” 
he chirped.
Kara smiled weakly, feeling 
the impending parting with a sore 
heart. “Not the time for goodbyes 
yet,” she chuckled, repeating the 
other’s comforting words. “We still 
need to get to the bottom of the 
cliff.”
-
The woman signed her name with 
a shaking hand, pushing the pages 
away as soon as she was done. She 
could feel the tears sting at the 
corner of her eyes as she fell back 
into a chair. It was hard for her to 
speak or even breathe as nurses 
and the doctor flitted around 
the bed like crumpled pieces of 
wrapper in the wind. They pressed 
buttons and turned switches; none 
of it made any sense to the woman 
who had to bear witness, but she 
refused to leave.
‘Euphoria’ part two
 › Short story excerpt
Some smitten fool
Contributor
A is for Alberta, where you were born, 
B is for Britain, where you didn’t grow up,
C is for corn ’cause you like eating corn, 
D is for don’t you wish I would shut up?
E is for everything I like about you,
F is for face, I guess yours isn’t bad,
G for gelato, you still owe me two,
H is for how much you sound like your dad.
 
I is myself ’cause I’m your number one, 
J is for Jaws, which you still haven’t seen,
K is for kisses, those are pretty fun,
L is for love, yeah you know what I mean.
M is for music, your taste is quite crappy,
N for your nose, it’s okay, it’s not great,
O is for ooh la la, we’re so sappy,
P’s for the park where we had our first date.
Q, hmm, Q’s hard, let’s just skip this letter,
R is romantic, which this poem is not,
S for spaghetti, yours is good but mine’s better,
T is for tacos, mm, now those are hot.
U’s understanding, which you sometimes don’t do,
V is Volkswagen, let’s say W is as well,
XOXO, and of course Y is you,
Z for some lemon zest ’cause sweetie, you smell.
Wasn’t this a love poem? Oops, I guess not this time.
It might not be romantic, but at least it does rhyme.
Love letter
 › Poem
Memories like photographs 
floated by her mind; dragging out 
till they mingled with the images 
of that twisted hunk of metal 
that had once been Kara’s car.
R is romantic, which 
this poem is not
Ill
u
st
ra
ti
o
n
 b
y 
M
eg
h
an
 L
in
Humour
Have an idea for a story?
 humour@theotherpress.ca
Sasha Franklin
Cat Enthusiast
Dear the Other Press, I have read your paper for many years, before it was 
cool—way before it was cool. There have 
been a few things that have bothered me 
about your paper, such as the size (too 
small) and the frequency (too often, 
yet sometimes not often enough), but 
the one thing that really, really bothers 
me is your lack of diversity in regard to 
writers. In the many, many issues I have 
read, or pretended to read to impress bus 
passengers, I have never seen any cats. Not 
cat photos or cat articles—I’m talking cat 
authors. Cat journalists. Purrnalists, if you 
will.
I’m astounded at the lack of fuzzy, 
four-pawed, slinky journalists that 
demand to go inside and then outside 
again. 
I’m sure it’s not from lack of 
applications either. I know that your 
newspaper has received at least 10 story 
submissions from cats. I know because I 
submitted them myself.
It’s not the cats’ fault that they 
can’t formulate their thoughts in an 
understandable language, let alone put 
those thoughts to paper, let alone have 
enough guts to send the damn thing and 
experience the fear of rejection. When 
people need help doing things, we help 
them. What about cats? Left alone, they’ll 
die without our help. If we don’t help the 
cats with their writing careers they will 
simply die unfulfilled artists. 
Is it because cats meow at you? Or 
because you think all they need is food, 
water, and petting? Well, perhaps that’s 
what the “man” told you when they gave 
you your old cat Whiskers, 
but this is the real 
world with real 
cats. We’re just 
scratching the 
surface here. 
I ask that 
your paper finally 
gives cats a chance in 
the journalism world. I’m 
sure if you actually read their 
articles you would learn 
some important things, like 
how dry food isn’t as good as 
wet food and how things at low angles are 
kind of interesting. All you would need to 
do is read past the thousands 
of misplaced “meows” and 
you’d have something 
everyone wants to read: 
Raw, real journalism.
My cat Mittens is 
here right now, talking to 
me about how the Russians 
are going 
to invade 
Canada 
in the 
year 2084. He wants to write about it—I 
know he does—and surely someone would 
want to read about the extremely 
accurate predictions of our future. 
In this crazy world, should we 
really reject writers just because 
they are cats? My 32 cats and I say 
no, and we ask you to leave the 
door open so we can go back and 
forth as we please.
Letter to the editor: Why no cat journalists? 
 › Let the cats write, dammit
• Why no cat journalists?
• Important transit tips for a better 
commute
• Police introduce zero-tolerance policies
• ...and more!
Chandler Walter
Contributor
The sweets have officially turned sour. Immediately following Health Canada’s 
decision to ban trans fats throughout the 
country, new black markets have been at 
work moving foods containing the outlawed 
substance. 
The law came into effect on Monday, 
September 17, with the Government of 
Canada ordering its military into the homes 
of law-abiding Canadian citizens and ripping 
loaves of banana bread from the arms of their 
loving makers. 
“He came in, and he just... he just took 
it,” Vancouverite Laura Wilson said of what 
would later become known to Canadians 
as “The Breadening.” “I screamed, and I 
screamed, but he said that if I didn’t let go I 
would end up like my poor loaf.” 
While it has not been officially 
confirmed, reports from anonymous insiders 
have told the Other Press that the government 
has sinister plans for all the food containing 
trans fats. 
“They’re planning to store ’em,” our 
anonymous tipster said in a phone interview 
where the person’s voice was like, all deep and 
stuff so that they could hide their identity, 
even over the phone. “And they’re planning to 
eat ’em.” 
If the accusations prove to be correct, it 
could be the biggest controversy in Canadian 
politics since 1981’s Night of the Long Knives, 
or the biggest political controversy for North 
America since literally whatever happened in 
the US last week. 
Trans fat is known to “increase the risk 
of coronary disease,” according to “scientific” 
studies, but it is also known to be “super 
damn delicious,” according to one guy who 
was hanging outside a nearby 7-11. 
Whether or not the foods seized by 
government agents have been destroyed or 
stored to feed the one percent remains to be 
seen, but what has been confirmed is that 
the raid did not manage to confiscate all the 
available trans fat in circulation. Seemingly 
overnight, black markets have sprung up all 
around the country, with criminals peddling 
muffins, cookies, and homemade breads at 
local parks, usually on weekend mornings. 
These devious criminals, so bold in their 
dealings, have even gone so far as to set up 
sandwich board signs, banners, and online 
advertisements calling would-be buyers to 
their markets. 
“This is, uh, this is obviously a farmers’ 
market,” one of the underground agents told 
our undercover reporter. “Yeah, we sell baked 
goods and stuff… I’m pretty sure that the trans 
fat ban was just for prepackaged goods?”
Our reporter was lucky to escape the 
illegal black market unscathed, though stated 
that he “totally didn’t mean to spend that 
much cash” while investigating.
Underground black market created 
immediately after trans fats outlawed
 › Margarine, shortening, and many baked goods now worth thousands
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Klara Woldenga
Entertainment Editor
It’s no joke; commuting sucks more than your mother taking part in a straw 
sucking contest. Commutes are long, 
weird, and go either too fast, too slow, 
or just right—right? Thankfully, like a 
wonderful blanket, we’ve got you covered. 
Here are some tips that make your travels 
a bit easier for you because, in the end, it’s 
only you that matters.
Touch everyone’s knees
Come on, you love knees. Everyone loves 
knees. Touch them all. Touch them all the 
time—but only if you can make it look 
like an accident. People hate it when you 
do things like touching knees on purpose. 
Brush up and touch their knees with your 
bag or jacket. Bonus points if you maintain 
eye contact. 
Thank the bus driver 100 times
Bus drivers really like it when you greet 
them and say thank you, so say thank you 
100 times while you are on the bus. If you 
get a chance, whisper it into their ear as you 
pass by. 
Eat your lunch on the bus
People love tuna and really, really old eggs. 
The older the better, really. Make sure to eat 
those on the bus as many times as you can, 
together, in a very large and very drippy 
sandwich. 
Wear 12 backpacks 
Backpacks are great and hold so many 
things: stolen goods, small fires, or eternal 
life. The more the merrier, and with your 
short-sightedness I’m sure you have many 
to choose from. Wear them all and wear 
them proudly! 
Scream every time you see the bus
Buses are intimidating. Challenge their 
authority and size with a loud scream of 
terror.
Five important transit tips 
for a better commute 
 › Leave your fellow commuters in awe
Klara Woldenga
Entertainment Editor
Yesterday the chief of police, Frank Trenten, held a press conference 
to announce a new policy about zero-
tolerance policies. He stated that there is 
now a citywide ban on any policy that touts 
“zero tolerance.” 
“One morning we talked for like five 
whole minutes about how to solve these 
kinds of policy problems,” said Trenten. 
“We think this was the best way to solve it.”
According to a recent press release 
sent out by local police, those attempting 
to issue zero-tolerance policies will be 
subject to heavy penalties and fines 
without any warning.
“Anyone who attempts to create a 
zero-tolerance policy will be subject to 
a $5,000 fine and will be shot out of a 
cannon,” Trenten said. “I’m not kidding. 
Bob, our administrative guy, tried to start 
a zero-tolerance policy yesterday and I 
was like, ‘Nuh-uh, you’re going into the 
cannon.’ He was like, ‘Whhhaaaattt,’ and I 
was like, ‘Yeah huh.’ Then he was shot out 
of the cannon. RIP.”
The reception of this new policy 
has been fairly positive with only a few 
complaints. Those who have complained 
have been shot out of the same cannon 
used for enforcing the zero-tolerance policy 
on zero-tolerance policies.
“It’s a great cannon, strong and rustic,” 
said Trenten.
“I think the new policy is great,” said 
local Vancouverite and mother, Joan Foss. 
“I don’t understand it, but the person 
telling me about it was wearing a badge and 
had a deep, mustached voice, so me and 
my baby Jack trust them.”
When asked what Foss loved so much 
about mustaches she replied: “I just wish 
I could grow them is all. But my baby will 
be able to when he’s older! That’s the only 
reason I had him.” 
When asked what he thought of the 
policy, Jack the baby grabbed the mic and 
began chewing on it, suggesting that he 
not only agrees with the policy, but will also 
probably grow up to make more than me 
salary-wise.  
 Unfortunately, in the first few weeks 
of implementing the policy, local police 
have already encountered a problem:  
Cannon wear and tear. 
“The only cannons we have are old 
ones taken from several history museums,” 
said Trenten. “Those already have so many 
miles on them, and we’ve shot so many 
people out of them in the past few weeks.”
Trenten is requesting more cannon 
donations to help with their cause. 
“We will be using these in the near 
and far future,” said Trenten. “Anything 
helps. Even catapults would be helpful. Or 
some really big rocks for throwin’.” 
When the Canadian War Museum 
was contacted by local police they issued a 
public statement: “We don’t want any part 
of this,” they wrote. “Also, do you know 
where all of our cannons went? There’s like 
a broken window and glass, and all of our 
cannons are gone. Isn’t this something the 
police is supposed to look into? Thanks.”
“We don’t have their cannons,” said 
Trenten in response to the statement. 
“Anyone who disagrees, well, you know 
where they’ll be put and shot out of.” 
Police introduce zero-tolerance 
policy on zero-tolerance policies
 › ‘Those who don’t follow the policy will be shot out of our awesome cannon,’ say police 
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SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com
The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
No. 405 Tough Previous solution - Medium
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The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
No. 405 Tough Previous solution - Medium
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